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NORTH FORK MCKAY CREEK ROAD STATUS REPORT 
 

GENERAL 
The Umatilla County Board of Commissioners received a gate installation request at their 

October 21, 2015 Board Meeting from Rod Anderson and other property owners to install a gate across 
North Fork McKay Creek Road.  The Commissioners moved and seconded a motion to have County staff 
look into the possibility of vacating the road.  Research found that the portion of the road from the 
northerly right-of-way line of County Road No. 1050, McKay Creek Road to the east line of the Umatilla 
Indian Reservation in Section 1, Township 1 South, Range 33 E.W.M., was never legally established and 
the County has no legal jurisdiction over the road.  A portion of the road is situated on land still owned 
by the Federal Government (Bureau of Indian Affairs) and a portion of it runs across property owned by 
Rodney and Roberta Anderson.   

 

HISTORY 
 In 1908, Road No. 639 was established (see attached documents).  It began at a point on the line 
between Sections 1 and 12, Township 1 South, Range 33 E.W.M. on the south line of the Umatilla Indian 
Reservation and ran southeasterly for approximately 6 ½ miles to a point on the line between Sections 
22 and 27, Township 1 South, Range 34 E.W.M.  The road is now a portion of County Road No. 1050, 
McKay Creek Road, though all of the road from its intersection with the south line of Section 19, 
Township 1 South, Range 34 E.W.M. was vacated in 1991.  Also in 1908, Road No. 640 was established 
(see attached documents).  It began on the line between Section 1, Township 1 South, Range 33 E.W.M., 
and Section 6, Township 1 South, Range 34 E.W.M. on the east line of the Umatilla Indian Reservation 
and ran northeasterly and easterly for approximately 3 miles to a point near the center of Section 28.  
The road is now a portion of County Road No. 1049, North Fork McKay Creek Road. 

In 1922, Road No. 823 was established from what is now the intersection of the north-south line 
between Sections 9 and 10 in Township 2 North, Range 33 E.W.M. with Mission road south and 
southeasterly to a point on the line between Sections 1 and 12, Township 1 South, Range 33 E.W.M. on 
the south line of the Umatilla Indian Reservation at which point Road No. 639 began (see attached 
documents).  A portion of Road 823 was accepted and improved by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in the 
1950’s and then transferred back to the County in 1962 (see transfer plat).  This portion is also known as 
Reservation Road P-1, a portion of which includes Mckay Creek Road from its intersection with Sumac 
Road easterly and southeasterly to a point on the south line of the Reservation at the beginning of Road 
No. 639. 

In 1981 Umatilla County received a letter (see attached) from Philip Sanchez, Superintendent for 
the U. S. D. I. Bureau of Indian Affairs, outlining a number of roads across the Reservation for which 
rights-of-way were not authorized.  County Road No. 1049 was one of them.   In 1982 Michele Hallman, 
Umatilla County Counsel, wrote a letter (see attached) to Congressman Denny Smith indicating that 
County staff could find no records for Road No. 1049 (among others) and requested he introduce 
legislation to establish the validity of the roads.  This is the last correspondence on file in the road 
records and no other records have been found. 
  

ISSUES 
 At some point a right of way will need to be established across the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
property (Tax Lot #500, Map 1S 33) giving legal access to Tax Lot #100 (Map 1S 33), Tax Lot #1401 (Map  
 
 
            1 



1S 34), and Tax Lots #6100 & #6101 (Map 1N 34).  A right of way or easement will also need to be 
established across Tax Lot #100 (Map 1S 33) to provide access to Tax Lot #1401 (Map 1S 34) and Tax Lots 
#6100 & #6101 (Map 1N 34).  A survey has been done by the Public Works Department to provide 
descriptions of the road. 
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TAX LOT 100 
RODNEY AND ROBERTA ANDERSON 

TAX LOT 2502 
ANDERSON LAND AND LIVESTOCK 

TAX LOT 500 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

ROAD 1050 
(A.K.A. ROAD 823) 
(A.K.A. RESERVATION ROAD P-1) 

ROAD 1050 
(A.K.A. ROAD 639) 

ROAD 1049 
(A.K.A. ROAD 640) 

? 

UMATILLA INDIAN 
RESERVATION BOUNDARY 

UMATILLA INDIAN 
RESERVATION BOUNDARY 

UMATILLA INDIAN 
RESERVATION BOUNDARY 
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