THE OREGON HIDTA PROGRAM

**MEDIA ADVISORY***

FOR PLANNING PURPOSES
August 5, 2008

*** FOR THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 2008 ***

Contact: Chris Gibson, 503-378-5123 X-30¢hris.r.gibson@state.or.us

OREGON'S HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA (HIDT A)
PROGRAM TO RELEASE ANNUAL DRUG THREAT ASSESSMENT AN D
COUNTER-DRUG STRATEGY

REPORT TO INDICATE OREGON DRUG USE EXCEEDS NATIONAL
AVERAGE

Oregon’s High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Progranilwelease its Annual Drug
Threat Assessment and Counter-Drug Strategy at a news conferenceay muosding.

The report, formulated in partnership with the Oregon Department of Justice anddtesr\v
States Information Network (WSIN), will detail illicit drug productiorgrisportation and
distribution around the state, as well as the Program'’s efforts to combadiiligs in the state.

Established in 1999, the Oregon HIDTA Program enhances and coordinates antiffickignga
efforts among federal, state and local law enforcement agencies threeltipence-driven,
multi-agency, drug task forces. Following this advisory you can find additiofoaimation on
the Office of National Drug Control Policy HIDTA Program and the Oregon HIDTogiRam.

Date: Thursday, August 7, 2008
Time: 10:00AM
Location: Portland Police Bureau, North East Precinct

449 NE Emerson Street, Portland, Oregon



The Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988 and the Office of National Drug Control Policy (ORD
Reauthorization Act of 1998 authorized the Director of ONDCP to designate ariigstingt
United States, which exhibit serious drug trafficking problems and harmfullyctrogizer areas
of the country, as High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA).

The HIDTA Program provides additional federal resources to those areas tarhelptelor
reduce drug trafficking and its harmful consequences. Law enforcemenizatgans within
HIDTAs assess drug trafficking problems and design specific initiatove=duce or eliminate
the production, manufacture, transportation, distribution and chronic use of illegal ddugs a
money laundering.

The HIDTA Program helps improve the effectiveness and efficiency of drugtefforts by
facilitating cooperation between drug control organizations through resouragf@maation
sharing, collocating and implementing joint initiatives. HIDTA funds help fddstate and local
law enforcement organizations invest in infrastructure and joint initiatives tooobwirug-
trafficking organizations.

The overall mission of the national HIDTA program is to disrupt the marketégailldrugs in
the region by assisting federal, state, local, and tribal law enforcemgigiseiot dismantle and
disrupt drug trafficking organizations, with particular emphasis on drugckatffj regions that
have harmful effects on other parts of the United States.

The key priorities of the Program are:

- Assess regional drug threats;

- Design strategies to focus efforts that combat drug trafficking threats

- Develop and fund initiatives to implement strategies;

- Facilitate coordination between federal, state and local efforts to;

- Improve the effectiveness and efficiency of drug control efforts to eediueliminate the
harmful impact of drug trafficking.

Each HIDTA is managed by a Director and governed by its own Executive Boaptised of
no more than 20 members. These Boards facilitate interagency drug contteltefediminate
or reduce drug threats. The Executive Boards ensure threat specific stratebjieitiatives are
developed, employed, supported and evaluated.

The Oregon HIDTA, one of 28 HIDTAs and 5 partnerships in the nation, was established in



1999. The eight counties that comprise the Oregon HIDTA region are:

- Clackamas
- Deschutes
- Douglas

- Jackson

- Marion

- Multhnomah
- Umatilla

- Washington

Theprimary mission of the Oregon HIDTA Program is to reduce drug availability atioge
intelligence-driven, multi-agency, drug task forces aimed at elimmgati reducing domestic
drug trafficking and its harmful consequences by enhancing and helping to caoditingst
trafficking control efforts among federal, state and local law enfogoéagencies.

Thesecondarymission of the Oregon HIDTA Program is to reduce drug availability byicgea
intelligence driven, multi-agency, drug task forces aimed at reduargdhl manufacturing and
trafficking of methamphetamine and marijuana and by reducing the supplegail tirugs
brought into Oregon from other states and foreign countries

The Oregon HIDTA Program provides funding and support to eleven multi-agency drug
enforcement initiatives, one fugitive apprehension initiative, one investigatpgort center
initiative, one training initiative and one management and coordination initiative irgtite e
Oregon HIDTA counties:

Clackamas County
Clackamas County Interagency Narcotics Team

Deschutes County
Central Oregon Drug Enforcement and Prosecution Task Force

Douglas County
-Douglas Interagency Narcotics Team

Jackson County
-Jackson County HIDTA Drug Enforcement and Prosecution Task Force
-Medford Area Drug and Gang Enforcement Team

Marion County
-Marion County DEA HIDTA Task Force
-Oregon HIDTA Investigative Support Center
-Oregon State Police Training Initiative
‘Management and Coordination Initiative



Multnomah County
‘HIDTA Interdiction Team
-Portland Area Gang Task Force
‘Regional Organized Crime Narcotics Task Force
-United States Marshals Service HIDTA Fugitive Task Force

Umatilla County
-Blue Mountain Enforcement Narcotics Team

Washington County
‘Westside Interagency Narcotics Team
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